CHAPTER XIX
AFTER Moreau's trial, we returned to Brest; but soon were back in Paris, as on July 14 the marshal had to attend the distribution of the decorations of the Legion of Honour, an order newly founded by the Emperor to reward merit of all kinds. A propos of this, I may recall an anecdote which went about at the time. In order that all soldiers who had distinguished themselves in the Eepublican armies might share in the decoration, the Emperor ordered a report of the exploits of all those who had received arms of honour,1 and noted a good number of them for the Legion, although many had now entered civil life. M. de Narbonne, a returned emigre, was at that time living tranquilly at Paris, in the Rue Miromesnil, next door to my mother. On the day of the distribution of the crosses, M. de Narbonne heard that his man-servant, an old soldier of the army of Egypt, had just been, decorated. On sitting down to table he called him, and said, c It is not proper that a knight of the Legion of Honour should hand plates; still less fitting is it that he should renounce his decoration on account of his service. Sit down by me ; we will dine together; and to-morrow you shall have the place of gamekeeper on my country estate, which will not be inconsistent with your decoration.3 The Emperor heard of this piece of good taste, and having long desired to know M. de Narbonne, of whose good sense and wit he had heard much, sent for him, and took to him so much that he made him his aide-de-camp. M. de Narbonne's daughter is the Countess of Rambuteau.
After  distributing the  crosses  at  Paris,  the  Emperor
1 Of. p. 65.fighting against Frenchmen,1 thus confirming all the accusations brought against him at the time of Pichegru's conspiracy.
